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Living Expectantly: Pleasing God 

I Thessalonians 2:1-16 

 

 I am a book person.  I love books.  I love to read them.  I love the way a book feels in my 

hands.  Every room in my house has a bookself with books on it.  What my children are going to do 

with all these books one day I have no idea but I love them.  Many are biblical, theological resource 

books or teaching resources but I also have novels and self-help books.  Several years ago I switched 

to reading novels on my Kindle but I still like to buy my professional reading in actual books because I 

like to highlight and flip back through books to find passages that spoke to me.  I can’t seem to learn 

how to do that easily on my Kindle.  I know it’s possible but what can I say!  I am more comfortable 

with a tangible book in my hands!  Recently I decided that one thing I want to do is to be sure I have 

read all of the books on my shelves before the day comes that I need to get rid of them.  Who knows I 

might discover a gem in the midst of them.  I might even decide I don’t need to keep some of them - 

but who knows?   

 As I was working on this sermon I read a reference that took me to my shelves to find a small 

book written a little over ten years ago that I had read before.  A powerful little book about life.  You 

might have read it.  “Tuesdays with Morrie” by Mitch Albom.  Mitch Albom was given the gift of a 

second chance to learn from his college professor Morrie Schwartz.  Mitch had lost touch with his 

mentor after college as so often happens and was on the fast track in his career as a sports journalist.  

One day as he was flipping channels he heard Morrie’s name on a “Nightline” special and was led to 

reach out to his professor who was dying from ALS, Lou Gehrig’s disease.  What happened next is 

recorded in this book as they spent Tuesdays together until the end of Morrie’s life.  Morrie was a 
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sociology professor and extremely wise.  The book is full of statements that cause one to reflect on life 

and what really matters.  One of those struck me related to our scripture this day.  Morrie said: 

“So many people walk around with a meaningless life.  They seem half-asleep, even when 

they’re busy doing things they think are important.  This is because they’re chasing the wrong 

things.  The way you get meaning into your life is to devote yourself to loving others, devote 

yourself to your community around you, and devote yourself to creating something that gives 

you purpose and meaning.”  (Tuesdays with Morrie, p. 43) 

Powerful words.  Words whose truth is revealed in our scripture this day.   

 For Paul’s goal in writing to the community in Thessalonica was to encourage them as they 

sought to be a loving community that lived expectantly clear about their purpose in life.  We saw last 

week that the first step involved learning to imitate the Master, Jesus Christ.     

 Our scripture today reveals that to live expectantly our ultimate purpose in life should be to 

please God.  It is what gives one’s life meaning and direction.  It is what matters.  Paul, Silvanus and 

Timothy used their own experience as a way to explain to the Thessalonians how one goes about 

pleasing God.  For their life and ministry was centered on pleasing God.  It was what motivated them 

as they began their ministry in this new community proclaiming the word of God.   They had been run 

out of Philippi but their hearts pulsed with a need to proclaim God’s word to this new community.  

They did not use trickery or deceit. Their goal was not to gain fame and fortune or to be loved by the 

people. Their goal was to please God who continued to test their hearts.   

 And my friends, that should be our goal as well.  For if we can focus on pleasing God instead 

of pleasing the world our lives will be transformed.  That is what happened for these believers in the 

early church.  And so let us see what we can learn from their experience. 
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 First, they were focused - focused on God’s message and not our own or the world’s.  And this 

focus is not a pushy, self-centered focus.  Not a focus that ignores others needs and bull dozes through 

life.  But a focus on what God wants us to do and say.  They were focused on God’s Word teaching 

one another with a humble and loving spirit.  The writers of this letter say:  

“As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext 

for greed, nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we 

might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you.”   

They worked night and day supporting themselves so they would not be a burden on the community.  

Paul was a tentmaker and took the tools of his trade with him so that he could work wherever he was 

and provide for his needs.  They worked hard to be focused so that their conduct - their behavior -  

was “pure, upright, and blameless”...toward the community.  For it was this focus on pleasing God 

and living as God called them to that gave power to their witness. 

 In the book, How To Find Out Who You Are, Nelson Price reports that fifteen prominent 

college professors took this challenge: "If all the books on the art of moving human beings into action 

were condensed into one brief statement, what would that statement be?" The result of their 

deliberations were four statements: 

 What the mind attends to, it considers;  

 What the mind does not attend to, it dismisses.  

 What the mind attends to continually, it believes.  

 What the mind believes, it eventually does. 

Friends, because their minds attended to the good news of the gospel continually, they came to believe 

that their meaning and purpose in life came through pleasing God and their lives witnessed to their 
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beliefs. That is what will happen if we are focused on pleasing God over everything else. 

 The second characteristic of people whose goal in life is to please God is that they develop a 

caring, loving spirit that values relationships with one another.  It is clear that Paul, Silvanus and 

Timothy had a deep and caring relationship with this community of faith.  As they wrote to them they 

remembered how deeply they cared for them.  The imagery in this passage is intimate and familial.  

They talk about being gentle with them like “a nurse tenderly caring for her own children.”  Nurses 

care for their patients but the image here is how a nurse - someone trained in caring - cares for their 

own precious children.  For the people of Philippi the nurse was more than likely a wet nurse who not 

only nursed and fed needy children but also cared for her own in the same intimate way.  They go on 

to say “So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of 

God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.”   

 Friends, it is one thing to share the words of scripture but it is another thing to share our lives 

with one another.  To share the very sustenance of life with one another.  One of the unique things 

about the body of Christ is the way we care for one another.  The strongest churches, the surviving 

churches, are those who love and care for one another.  For we need community and so many people 

in this day and age do not have any community to care for them.  That is what makes the community 

of faith unique - the ways we love and care for one another.  Like a mother and a father care for their 

family.  Like a nursing mother cares for her children.  Paul goes on to say that they dealt with the 

Thessalonian community “like a father with his children, urging and encouraging you and pleading 

that you lead a life worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.”  A life worthy of 

God is a life filled with love and care that manifests itself in action.  Another one of Morrie 

Schwartz’s statements was “The most important thing in life is to learn how to give out love, and to let 
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it come in.” (p. 52) When we learn that - how to give love and to receive love - we begin the journey to 

leading a life worthy of God - a life pleasing to God. 

 Friends, this happened in Thessalonica as Paul, Silvanus and Timothy shared life with the 

community.  They became a community as they experienced the love of God and as they learned to 

care for one another. And it happens here at Covenant as we love and care for one another.  As we 

spend time together around table, in classrooms, studying God’s word together, on the sidewalks, in 

meetings, in hospital rooms or beside bedsides of those who are sick, and as we serve others together.  

It happens as we share our joys and sorrows.  And it happens as we respond in times of need to one 

another.  It is what draws us together and shapes us as a community. 

 And friends, that is what happens when our goal is to please God.  Individually and as a 

community we learn to model and embody God’s love to others.  The writers of this letter give thanks 

to God that when the community heard the word of God they accepted it as not their words but God’s 

word and they realized that God’s word was shaping and molding them into a community that was 

pleasing to God.  For they too became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus in Judea - the 

mother church- even as they also suffered persecution.  And friends, that is how we all learn to be 

Christians - by modeling our lives on the lives of others who have gone before us who led lives worthy 

of God.      

    There is a story in one of the CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE SOUL books told by a mother in 

Costa Mesa, California. It was a hectic day in their home, she says, but with ten children and one on the 

way, every day was a bit hectic. On this particular day, however, this mother was having trouble doing 

even routine chores--all because of one of her little boys. 

 Len, who was three at the time, was on her heels no matter where she went. Whenever she 
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stopped to do something and turned back around, she would trip over him. Several times, she patiently 

suggested fun activities to keep Len occupied. "Wouldn't you like to play on the swing set?" she asked 

again. 

 But he simply smiled an innocent smile and said, "Oh, that's all right, Mommy. I'd rather be in 

here with you." Then he continued to bounce happily along behind her. 

 After stepping on his toes for the fifth time, Len's Mom began to lose her patience and insisted 

that he go outside and play with the other children. When she asked him why he was acting this way, 

he looked up at her with sweet green eyes and said, "Well, Mommy, in Primary my teacher told me to 

walk in Jesus' footsteps. But I can't see [Jesus], so I'm walking in yours."  

(Davida Dalton. As told to JoEllen Johnson, "In His Mother's Footsteps," Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, Patty Aubery, Nancy 

Mitchell, CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE CHRISTIAN SOUL ( Deerfield Beach, Florida: Health Communications, Inc., 1997) retrieved 

from www.sermons.com/sermon/setting-an-example/1347775 ). 

 Friends, if a child, a youth, a friend, a family member, a work colleague or a person on the 

street walked in our footsteps would the actions they copied be pleasing to God? If not, what needs to 

change so that we are living expectantly pleasing God? 
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