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Sermon Covenant Presbyterian Church 

September 30, 2018 Rev. Zeta T. Lamberson 

 

Why Read Scripture? 

2 Timothy 3:10-4:8 

 

 Every year the Barna Group in partnership with the American Bible Society conducts an annual 

State of the Bible survey to examine behaviors and beliefs about the Bible among adults who live in 

the United States.  The 2018 results, released in July show that, despite cultural trends, Americans still 

read scripture and find it important for the way they live their lives.  This is encouraging news but 

listen carefully to the top seven findings from this year’s report. 

 Half of Americans are Bible Users.  Now what that means is that they engage with the Bible on 

their own by using it, listening to, watching, praying or using Bible text or content in some format other 

than worship services at least 3 or 4 times a year - hear that again 3 or 4 times a year .  Those who use 

the Bible daily are only 14 percent.  Thirteen percent use the bible several times a week, 8 percent who 

do so once a week, 6 percent once a month and 8 percent 3 or 4 times a year.  So 35 percent read the 

bible monthly.  That means there are a whole lot who do not. 

 Secondly, Bible use is more likely among Boomers, City Dwellers and Southerners.  In other 

words those who live in the suburbs - where we live - and are younger than most of us aren’t as likely 

to read the Bible regularly.  We are surrounded by many who are waiting for someone to tell them the 

story we love to tell. 

 Third, Use of Technology to Read the Bible Has Grown Steadily.  And yet Bible Users still 

like to have a print version of the Bible.  That is why we have a Bible today for our visitors who might 

want a Bible to read.  And yet technology has changed the way we can have access to scripture and 

that is a good thing.  For if reading is not your favorite thing to do there are other ways to hear God’s 



 2 

word and begin the journey through scripture. 

 Fourth, Two-thirds of Americans Express Bible Curiosity.  Sixty-six percent want to know 

more.  Now that is an important statistic for the church! 

 Fifth, Half of Americans Ponder How the Bible Applies to Life.  But that is the same half that 

reads the Bible with some regularity.  So we need to get people reading the Bible for it to affect their 

life.   

 Six.  People think that Reading the Bible Positively impacts Spiritual Growth.  Friends, this is 

why reading the Bible is important.  Those who read the Bible at least monthly acknowledge that it 

increased their desire to engage in the faith, to show more loving behavior toward others, and to be 

more generous with their time, energy and financial resources.  And those who read scripture have a 

greater awareness of how much they need God all the time and it helps them to develop a stronger 

relationship with God and Jesus Christ. 

 Finally, Six of 10 Americans Believe the Bible has transformed their life.   

 Friends, these statistics should give the church hope.  There is a curiosity about the Bible - 

about who God is and about the life of Jesus Christ.  And if we can open the words of scripture to 

more people lives can be changed as they have been since the first century. 

 Paul’s second letter to Timothy comes from the end of Paul’s ministry from prison when the 

survival of the Christian community seemed highly doubtful to many.  Timothy represented the second 

generation of Christians.  He was a young man when he hooked up with Paul.  He witnessed first 

hand the transition of Christianity from one continent to another as he accompanied Paul to Europe for 

the first time.  And so Paul’s words to Timothy at the end of his life are powerful for us for we too live 

in a time when we are pondering the future of Christianity and we find ourselves wondering will the 
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story continue to be told? 

 Paul began his letter by affirming Timothy’s faith.  Paul knew Timothy’s family - his 

grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice. His grandmother and mother were Jewish.  His father was 

Greek.  His mother and grandmother had taught him the scriptures from an early age.  Now friends, 

the scriptures he had been taught were the Old Testament scriptures.  The New Testament had not yet 

been compiled.  It was this faith in the God of Israel who had sent Jesus Christ into the world that 

transformed Lois and Eunice’s life and Timothy’s and caused Paul to remember “how from childhood 

you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus.” It was this knowledge that led Paul to remind Timothy where the answers lay. And reminds us 

this day why we believe it is important to continue to read scripture. 

 First, scripture reveals who God is.  Paul knew that Timothy had witnessed his teaching, his 

conduct, his aim in life, his faith, his patience, his love, his steadfastness and his persecutions.  But it 

was why he lived that way.  Why he had made those choices that mattered.  He had encountered the 

risen Lord on the road to Damascus and it had changed Paul’s life forever.  He had come to know the 

love of God in a new and powerful way - through a relationship with Jesus Christ.  And he had spent 

his life opening scripture to others to show how God had breathed life into God’s words through the 

centuries to reveal who God is and was and will continue to be.  When Paul said “all scripture is 

inspired by God” the word inspired literally means “God-breathed.”  It is God who gives life to those 

words just as God gave life to us.  It is what they reveal about who God is that transforms us.  God’s 

love, God’s faithfulness, God’s power and might.  God’s words, as the Psalmist proclaimed, are “a 

lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  They are the pathway to a deeper understanding of God. 

 Paul said scripture “is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
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righteousness.”   Eugene Petersen in the Message says it this way - scripture is “useful one way or 

another - showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to live God’s 

way.”  But it is why that is important that we need to hear - “so that everyone who belongs to God 

may be proficient, equipped for every good work.”  Friends, when we read scripture we are given what 

we need to live as a child of God doing good works. 

 Secondly, scripture shows us the way to Jesus Christ.  The more we read scripture the more we 

see how God’s love for God’s people led God to send Jesus into the world so that we might all be 

saved.  It is part of why the Old Testament story is so important because it reveals to us what led to the 

Christ event.  Paul said the sacred writings - the Old Testament books - “are able to instruct you for 

salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”  And today we not only have those words but we also have 

the words of the New Testament that reveal who Jesus was and how a relationship with Jesus changes 

our lives in powerful ways. 

 Translators for John Wycliffe learned that in one Philippine language group with which they 

were working.  The men traditionally burned a series of scars on the forearms of the young boys. The 

men believed that when they died, they would need these scars to help them enter the new life. They 

would need to cross over a bottomless chasm on a bamboo bridge. As they walked on this bridge, the 

spirit owner of the chasm would try to scare them and make them lose their footing. The men believed 

the scars on their forearms, becoming lights, would prevent this. 

 By the time Scripture translation was well along the way, many of this group had become 

Christians. One day, the Bible translator noticed that young boys were no longer receiving the 

traditional scars. 

 “Where are your scars?” she asked one boy. 
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 Before the boy could answer, his mother spoke up and said, “Oh, he doesn’t need those scars. 

He has trusted Jesus. When he reaches the bamboo bridge, Jesus himself is going to meet him and fight 

the way. Jesus has his own scars.” (www.homileticsonline.com/illustrations) 

 And my friends, when we discover that Jesus has his own scars and why he bears those we also 

discover he is the one who provides us the light, the path, the way into a whole and joyful life.  All we 

have to do is trust him to lead us and guide us. 

 I read an old parable this week that reminded me why many don’t read the Bible and why we 

should.  An elderly man lived on a farm in the mountains of eastern Tennessee with his young 

grandson. Each morning, Grandpa was up early reading from his old worn out Bible. 

 His grandson, who wanted to be just like him, tried to imitate him in any way he could. One day 

the grandson asked, “Papa, I try to read the Bible just like you but I don’t understand it, and what I do 

understand I forget as soon as I close the book. What good does reading the Bible do?”  (Ever felt that 

way?) 

 The grandfather quietly turned from putting coal in the stove and said, “Take this coal basket 

down to the river and bring back a basket of water.” 

 The boy did as he was told, even though all the water leaked out before he could get back to the 

house. 

 The grandfather laughed and said, “You will have to move a little faster next time,” and sent 

him back to the river with the basket to try again. 

 This time the boy ran faster, but again the basket was empty before he returned home. Out of 

breath, he told his grandfather that it was “impossible to carry water in a basket,” and he went to get a 

bucket instead. 
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 The grandfather said, “I don’t want a bucket of water; I want a basket of water. You can do this. 

You’re just not trying hard enough,” and he went out the door to watch the boy try again. 

 At this point, the boy knew it was impossible, but he wanted to show his grandfather that even 

if he ran as fast as he could, the water would leak out before he got far at all. The boy scooped the 

water and ran hard, but when he reached his grandfather the basket was again empty. Out of breath, he 

said, “See Papa, it’s useless!” 

 “So you think it is useless?” The old man said, “Look at the basket.” 

 The boy looked at the basket and for the first time he realized that the basket looked different. 

Instead of a dirty old coal basket, it was clean. 

 “Son, that’s what happens when you read the Bible. You might not understand or remember 

everything, but when you read it, it will change you from the inside out.” 

(Https://www.sermons.com/sermon/people-of-the-book/1444129)   

 And friends that is what happens when we read the Bible.  We are changed from the inside out 

- slowly and thoroughly.  Each time we read scripture something new is revealed.  An old hurt is 

washed away.  A new possibility is revealed.  A new thought causes us to rethink our lives. Our anger 

is resolved and forgiveness becomes possible.  Our desire to love and care for others is deepened.  

The holy scriptures are so rich that reading it once is not enough.  It is as it washes over us again and 

again that the truth of God’s love, grace and mercy begins to change us. 

 And it is why we at Covenant are challenging everyone who enters these doors to join us on a 

two year journey through scripture.  It is a different journey than many may have taken before for it 

moves us back and forth between the Old and New Testaments in the hopes that as we come to know 

who God is and are led to a relationship with Jesus Christ that we will be changed in powerful ways.  

In the Narthex and on the tables at the reception today you will find a guide for our reading.  A 
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Pathway to Reading the Bible.  It will fit easily into your Bibles.   

 Once a month on the second Wednesday of the month members of this church are meeting for 

breakfast and discussion to respond to questions that are raised in our reading and to dig a little deeper 

into God’s Words.  For we also believe that as we struggle with scripture and discuss its meaning with 

others that powerful truths come alive and we grow and change.  All are welcome to join us.  If you 

are not a morning person but choose to join us on the journey of reading scripture feel free to email me 

your questions as you read and I will respond as best I can.   

 For friends, it is as we struggle with God’s words, as we let them seep into our very pores that 

we are changed from the inside out and we learn to live as a child of God and can one day at the end of 

our lives say with conviction with Paul  “I have fought the good fight.  I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith.”  And that is why we read scripture.    


