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Our Mission 

Matthew 10:1-23 

 

 In 1966 the television series “Mission Impossible” - that was the precursor to the movie series 

by the same name - began with these words:  “Good morning, Mr. Phelps. Your mission, should you 

choose to accept it, is . ..." Once the mission was revealed, we would hear. “As always, should you or 

any of your I.M. Force (meaning Impossible Missions Force) be caught or killed, the Secretary will 

disavow any knowledge of your actions. This tape will self-destruct in five seconds. Good luck, Jim." 

The message was recorded on an old-fashioned reel-to-reel tape recorder, (remember those!)  hidden 

in a phone booth or some other public place. And then the tape would begin to sizzle and smoke before 

disappearing in a burst of flame and the adventure would begin.   

  Think a minute today about those opening words “Your mission should you choose to accept it 

is...”  Somehow I am not sure that Jesus put the challenge to the twelve in just that way and yet that is 

really what is being said in our passage today.  Up to this point in the gospel of Matthew the disciples 

had been accompanying Jesus and observing but this was the moment when he gathered them together 

and sent them out with the authority to pursue the mission in his name.  He very clearly told them 

what their mission was and he warned them that the mission was dangerous.  The difference is that 

this was not a secret mission but it was a challenging mission and dangerous mission just the same for 

what they were being called to do was counter-cultural.    

 And my friends, it is still the mission that we are called to as the church of Jesus Christ today. 

And so we need to hear these words again and heed them.  The first thing to observe is that when they 

were named Matthew called them the twelve apostles and that was significant.  This is the only time 
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Matthew identifies the 12 disciples as apostles - the only time that word is used in the gospel of 

Matthew.  It is a reminder that a disciple is not just a student learning about the kingdom of God 

reaping the benefits but one who is sent out to follow Jesus engaging in the very actions Jesus carried 

out.    

 Jesus began his message saying “as you go, proclaim the good news, ‘the kingdom of heaven 

has come near.’” But note where they are to begin - with the lost sheep of the house of Israel - to their 

fellow Jews.  Later in Matthew Jesus expands that mission to all nations with the Great Commission 

but the place to start was with those they knew and understood.  This was not a message to exclude the 

Gentiles.  The emphasis was on timing.  They were to start with the Jews - their own community - 

and then later expand.    

 As I was studying this passage it occurred to me that this is a reminder to us - the church that 

we continue to have a responsibility to proclaim the gospel to those within the church if we are going 

to be able to proclaim the gospel to the world.  We need to hear the story told over and over and be 

reminded of our calling so that we do not forget who we are and what our mission is. 

 A member of a church, who previously had been attending services regularly, stopped going. 

After a few weeks, the pastor decided to visit him. 

 It was a chilly evening. The pastor found the man at home alone, sitting before a blazing fire. 

Guessing the reason for his pastor's visit, the man welcomed him, led him to a comfortable chair near 

the fireplace and waited. 

 The pastor made himself at home but said nothing. In the grave silence, he contemplated the 

dance of the flames around the burning logs. After some minutes, the pastor took the fire tongs, 

carefully picked up a brightly burning ember and placed it to one side of the hearth all alone then he sat 
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back in his chair, still silent. 

 The host watched all this in quiet contemplation. As the one lone ember's flame flickered and 

diminished, there was a momentary glow and then its fire was no more. Soon it was cold and dead. 

 Not a word had been spoken since the initial greeting. The pastor glanced at his watch and 

realized it was time to leave. He slowly stood up, picked up the cold, dead ember and placed it back in 

the middle of the fire. Immediately it began to glow, once more with the light and warmth of the 

burning coals around it. 

 As the pastor reached the door to leave, his host said with a tear running down his cheek, 

'Thank you so much for your visit and especially for the fiery sermon. I will be back in church next 

Sunday.' 

 Friends, we live in a world today which tells us we can do fine on our own, but the truth is that 

we need to hear the gospel proclaimed over and over again.  We need to worship with other Christians 

regularly.  We need the fellowship and encouragement of the community of faith to keep our embers 

burning.  For as we proclaim the gospel the fire is stoked in our hearts and the warmth of the message 

seeps into our lives and through us into the world bringing light and warmth and hope.   

 But proclaiming the message is not all we are called to do for Jesus immediately followed that 

message with another - Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.  Eugene 

Petersen’s translation in the Message is powerful: “Go to the lost, confused people right here in the 

neighborhood.  Tell them that the kingdom is here.  Bring health to the sick, raise the dead.  Touch 

the untouchables.  Kick out the demons.  You have been treated generously, so live generously.”  

The disciples were called to not only proclaim the gospel but to continue the ministry of Jesus and so 

are we.  We, as the church of Jesus Christ, are called to be involved in responding to a whole range of 
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human needs.  No one church can do everything but we are called to join Jesus Christ in the work that 

he is doing in the world starting in our own neighborhood responding to the needs around us. 

 Over the last five years Covenant has made a new commitment to doing just that and we have 

found several ministries that provide us the opportunity to be involved with our neighbors in powerful 

ways.  Every year I am overwhelmed when I review all we do through our ministry in this place.  You 

are truly a loving, generous congregation and I am aware that all we do often challenges many for it 

requires a great deal of time and effort.  But what we have discovered is one ministry leads to another 

for the need is great not only here in Cobb County but also around the world.  And through our 

missions our eyes are being opened to our community and many who are in need.  

 But we, just as the disciples, need to hear and heed the words of warning that Jesus provided 

when he sent the twelve out into the world. They were not to load up with lots of equipment. They 

were not to worry about having a bunch of money with them, not even a bunch of clothes. They were to 

travel light.  Their concerns were not to be on their physical needs - God would take care of those.  

And they were not to be concerned with what they would receive from those they met.  They were to 

go as Jesus went - with humility and love trusting God to provide for their needs. But this required that 

they approach the world with caution and awareness of what was happening around them.  Their 

attitudes and approach mattered most. 

 And it is the same for us and this is an important reminder for us as we offer a helping hand to 

others.  Our attitudes and how we approach those we serve matters.  Jesus addressed this with the 

guidance he gave them about what to do when they went into a town or village.  Note that they were 

not to confront those they met or think first of their own needs but to respond to whatever happened in 

a loving manner.  Once again Eugene Petersen’s translation helps us here: 
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 When you enter a town or village, don’t insist on staying in a luxury inn.  Get a modest place 

with some modest people, and be content there until you leave.   

 I think about those who will spend the night with our Family promise families this week.  Your 

accommodations are the same as those we serve. 

 When you knock on a door, be courteous in your greeting.  If they welcome you, be gentle in 

your conversation.  If they don’t welcome you, quietly withdraw.  Don’t make a scene.  Shrug your 

shoulders and be on your way.   

 We find it hard sometimes when those we seek to help do not respond as we think they should.  

And yet, my friends, we are not called to judge them but to listen to them and offer our support.  And 

to remember that sometimes people are not ready to receive the help we offer.  It is important for us to 

remember that we do not know what it is like to walk in their shoes.  We do not know how painful 

their journey has been.  But we are called to listen carefully and to take time to think about their 

realities as we minister among them. 

 Many of us may have never found ourselves without enough money to buy food for our 

children and faced the humiliation of turning to a food pantry or applying for SNAP food benefits but 

my friends it is hard for many to do.  Some here may not be able to empathize with the federal workers 

who are not being paid with the government shutdown because you never lived paycheck to paycheck 

with no savings - and yet some might.  Or the plight of millions who do not have adequate insurance 

or any insurance to fall back on in a medical crisis. But friends there are so many who have lost 

everything because of a major illness. The American dream says if you work hard enough you can 

always better your life and yet my friends sometimes that is really hard for some to do because doors 

don’t open.  Emergencies wipe out savings or put people so far in debt it is almost impossible to start 
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over.   

 Friends, one of our challenges as we seek to fulfill the mission God calls us to is to become 

more aware of the realities of so many - for only when we hear their stories, feel their pain, and 

understand their struggles can we begin to empathize as Jesus did with all those in need. Most of all we 

are not to judge how they got into the situation or the choices they are making in the midst of their 

struggles - but to hear their pain and to offer grace and hope to them.  That is our mission. 

 For when we do the power of the gospel message in action has the ability to draw those 

ministered to toward the love of Jesus Christ and their lives will change.  Our mission is to figure out 

what it is that will speak into each situation.  What is really needed and how we can provide it in a 

way that glorifies God and honors the individuals we seek to serve so that they are open to receive the 

love of Christ in their lives. 

 Two American missionaries, Jack Miller and Harvey Conn, journeyed to Uganda in the years 

after the horrific Idi Amin regime. Their evangelistic mission had little success, though, until Conn 

happened upon a memorable way to demonstrate the gospel. 

 He had noticed that Kampala, the capital, had a garbage problem. Huge, stinking piles of it 

were everywhere. 

 Conn appealed to the city government for the loan of shovels and a garbage truck. He organized 

the group of American seminary students who had traveled to Uganda with them to go out into the 

streets and start shoveling garbage. 

 There were not many white people in Kampala at that time, because the former dictator Amin 

had expelled them. So, the little group attracted a great deal of attention. Ugandans flocked to the 

neighborhood where these garbage men were working, just to see this rare sight. 
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 At the evangelistic meeting that night, the empty chairs of the previous evening were no more. 

The residents of Kampala were eager to hear what these amazing white men had to say, for they had 

truly humbled themselves in order to be of service to others. (Based on a story told by F. Kefa Sempangi, From the 

Dust (Lutterworth Press, 2008), 12-13 retrieved from www.homileticsonline.org/illustrations)  

 As we ordain and install elders to the class of 2021 today we do it acknowledging that we, as 

the church of Jesus Christ, have been given a mission - a mission that sometimes feels impossible in 

the culture of the 21st century but it is our mission.  It is what we are called to do in spite of the 

dangers.  We have been sent out like sheep into the midst of wolves.  That is actually a pretty 

appropriate description of the world we live in outside the walls of the church.  And as we go we are 

called to be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.  That takes effort my friends, hard work, a 

discerning heart and a deep commitment to our purpose of sharing the love of Christ with others.  It is 

part of why we are involved in the Pneumatrix study.  We are trying to discern the best ways to 

continue our mission here at the corner of Canton and Piedmont in a changing world with the sole 

purpose being to glorify God in all we do.   

 Friends, Christ has promised that for those of us who take on this mission - it is well worth it in 

the end. The question for us today as individuals and as a congregation and the question the Session 

will be struggling with in the days to come as we seek to lead this congregation forward is:  

 Do we choose to accept this mission,  

   Christ’s mission as our mission?  

http://www.homileticsonline.org/illustrations)

