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 Who is This? 

 Zechariah 9:9-17; Matthew 21:1-11 

 

 Oh, how we love Palm Sunday!  We love the palm parade and the shouts of Hosanna that 

signal for us that Jesus has finally arrived in Jerusalem.  Throughout Lent this year we have been 

walking our way through Matthew and seen over and over how crowds gathered around Jesus as he 

taught and healed others.  The scribes and Pharisees have continually sought him out to question him. 

With each confrontation the tension has been building.  His disciples have fluctuated from faithful 

followers to competitors to confused listeners.  And the disciples have grown anxious and fearful for 

Jesus as the heat has increased with the Jewish leadership.  The crowds continued to follow sensing 

that there was something special about this man.  Something that drew them and fascinated them and 

gave them hope.  And so as the time for Passover arrived the journey inevitably led to Jerusalem and 

the crowds and disciples were there.   

 We know this story so well.  It is told by all four of the Gospel writers.  And we do love a 

parade.  And yet if we take the time to read deeply and to reflect upon what happened on that first 

Palm Sunday we discover that this parade - this display of joy and excitement - signals a seismic shift 

for once Jesus sets his feet in Jerusalem there is no turning back.  And Jesus knew that.  

 The scene begins in Bethpage on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives with the city of 

Jerusalem in view.  A day’s journey on foot from Jerusalem this was a logical place for Jesus to stop to 

rest on his journey. Jesus sent two disciples to another village to find a donkey and a colt.  He told 

them the owners of the animals would allow them to take them with no arguments.  For all they needed 

to say was “The Lord has need of them.”  The disciples must have wondered about this request for 

Jesus had walked everywhere and traveled many miles without the need of an animal.  And yet here 

just a day’s journey from Jerusalem he says he needs a donkey.  But if the Lord needed a donkey they 
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would find him one.   

 The author of Matthew sensed the questions and explained the significance of this action by 

sharing that it was to fulfill the prophecy of Zechariah we heard in our Old Testament lesson this 

morning.  This vision of Zion’s king - the Lord himself - returning to Jerusalem in triumph - not riding 

a warhorse but riding a donkey.  This king came to command peace and the promise was that he would 

restore their way of life.  Surely this image was not lost on the crowds that day for they knew the 

prophet’s words. For when Jesus mounted the donkey the response of waving branches from the trees 

and spreading their cloaks on the ground signaled who they believed Jesus to be. The king who would 

bring peace and hope back into their lives.   

 And their words confirmed it. Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is the one who comes in 

the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!  Hosanna means Save us! And they did believe 

their salvation lay in the son of David - the one who was to come in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna!  

That was their cry and their hope and yet....they had no idea what lay ahead and the price that would be 

paid for that salvation. 

 When Jesus entered Jerusalem - when he crossed the threshold into that holy city - we are told 

“the whole city was in turmoil.”  The word that is translated turmoil literally means shaken as in an 

earthquake.  And is the same word used for the shaking of the earth when Jesus breathed his last 

(Matthew 27:51) and for the quaking of the guards at the tomb when they beheld an angel of the Lord 

(Matthew 28:4) .  (Similar to the shaking we feel as thunder and lightning gather all around us!)  The 

whole city was shaken as if an earthquake had occurred - and it had - for a seismic shift had occurred 

for nothing would ever be the same again.  The people sensed it and asked in wonder -  Who is this?  

Who is this?   

 Is this the promised king who will command peace and restore our way of life as Zechariah 

prophecied?  Is this the one who will save us as a people?  Is this the one who will break the yoke of 
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Caesar and restore power to God’s people?  Is this the Messiah who was promised?  Who is this? 

 Matthew records that all the crowds were willing to answer - all they knew for sure - was that 

he was “the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”  That seemed enough for them - it had been 

enough for them to follow him and to celebrate his arrival with a parade.  And yet we know that is an 

inadequate answer.  For Jesus is so much more than a prophet.  For this is not the end of the story. 

 To learn the end of the story - to find the answer to this question - we must journey through a 

painful week - a week we call Holy Week - yes, a sacred week in our tradition but also a week that 

fractured our earth and left a hole in our hearts.  A week that reveals how even Jesus’ closest friends 

would betray him, deny him and hide from the authorities in fear. A week that reminds us that we too 

struggle to find the words to answer this question for the answer lies at the foot of a cross and involves 

pain and suffering.  And yet we must make the journey through this week for we are called to answer 

this question for ourselves. Who is this man?   

 For my friends, the world is still asking that question.  And we need to be able to share the 

answer with conviction and love.  Who is this man called Jesus?  Who is he and what difference does 

his life and death make for our world?  And the only way to answer that question is to journey with 

Jesus from the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem joining in the parade this Palm Sunday; and then to 

journey back daily to the Temple and sit at Jesus’ feet as he teaches learning from him; and to gather in 

the upper room at table with Jesus and his disciples on Thursday to partake of what was Jesus’ last 

meal with his disciples; and then to go with Jesus to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray.  The journey 

requires that we witness Judas’ betrayal and stand by in the Garden with the disciples as the guards 

arrest Jesus. That we follow as Peter did as Jesus was taken before the High Priest Caiaphas and 

accused of blasphemy and then handed over to Pilate as a common criminal for sentencing.  It requires 

that we hear Jesus condemned to death as the crowds shouted over and over again Crucify him!  It 

requires that we witness Jesus being striped, flogged and beaten, by the soldiers and see a crown of 
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thorns pushed onto his head as the soldiers mocked him as King of the Jews.  And it requires that we 

join another procession of people this time as Jesus was led to Golgotha - the hill where crucifixions 

occurred - on Friday and stand with the women as they witnessed his crucifixion.  That we watch as 

Jesus breathed his last breath and feel the earth move - the ground shake beneath our feet as Jesus died.  

 For only then will we know the answer to this question. Only then will the importance of being 

able to answer this question become clear to us.  For my friends, the answer to this question has the 

power to change our lives and the world around us forever.  And the answer to this question is the 

essence of what we as followers of Jesus Christ are challenged to share with the world. 

 Who is this Jesus of Nazareth?  Who is he to you and to you and to you and to me?   Who is he  

 

to the world?   Who is this? 


