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 Our Host 

 John 21:1-14 

 

 Our passage today is the final resurrection appearance story in the gospel of John.  It is the third 

time that Jesus has appeared to the disciples.  The first time was on the evening of the day of his 

resurrection.  The disciples had been gathered in a house in Jerusalem in fear with the doors locked and 

Jesus appeared and said “Peace be with you.”  The second time was a week later in the same house 

with the doors shut but not locked.  They seemed to be a little less scared and yet still cautious.  This 

was the appearance that answered Thomas’ questions.  And today maybe another week or so later we 

find a smaller group of the disciples - seven of them - back in Galilee.  Peter decided to go fishing and 

six other disciples decided to join him.  Whether they were back to their jobs as fishermen or just out 

to catch fish for their families we do not know.  Why they were fishing is really not important to our 

story.  What we do know is that they were night fishing with a net.  And after fishing all night they still 

had not caught anything in their nets.      

 But just as dawn was breaking they noticed someone standing on the shore watching them.  

And then they heard this person say - not catching anything today?  They shouted back.  No!  Then 

they heard - Why don’t you cast your net to the other side?  There are fish there!  They had nothing to 

loose so they did just that and suddenly the net was pulling every which way full of fish!    

 Suddenly one of them recognized the person on the shore and said to Peter “It is the Lord!”  

Always the impetuous one Peter jumped in the water and swam to shore.  The rest of the disciples took 

care of the fish and drug the net to shore beside the boat as they hurried to see Jesus too.   

 Often when we look at this passage we center our thoughts on the miraculous catch or we talk 

about Peter and the conversation Jesus had with him after the breakfast that is the end of the chapter.  
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But today I want us to look closely together at what happened on the shoreline that day after their 

fishing expedition and before Jesus talked with Peter.  For between these two events they shared a 

meal with Jesus - a breakfast on the beach.  But this was no normal breakfast for Jesus was to be their 

host. 

 While they had been fishing Jesus had been making preparations.  He had been getting ready to 

host them at a breakfast they would never forget. Everyone who has ever hosted a meal knows how 

important the preparations are.  You cannot enjoy having others over unless you have prepared well.   

 In the restaurant business most restaurants have a host or hostess that greets those who come to 

eat.  My son was a restaurant manager for years.  For a few years he managed a restaurant near here 

and I would often stop by late afternoon to visit him.  It was the only time he had to talk to his mother!  

And yet while we talked his hostess and servers were busy making preparations.  They were rolling 

silver ware, putting together take out boxes and making sure every table had a full compliment of 

condiments as well as making sure all the dishes were in place and the tables were clean and ready.  

Most people do not see all this preparation but it has to happen for the meal to go smoothly.  

 The same was true for this breakfast on the shore.  Think about it.  When the disciples arrived 

on shore there was a charcoal fire burning.  Now most of us that cook out have converted to gas grills 

because having a charcoal fire takes too much time.  And yet Jesus had taken the time to dig into the 

sand to make a pit maybe placing rocks around the edge to shield it from the wind.  He had brought 

charcoal with him and whatever else he needed to light the fire.  He had carefully laid out the charcoal 

and lit the fire watching it as it caught and maybe fanning it until the coals were all hot.  He had 

thought ahead and brought bread with him and maybe gone into the water himself to catch a few fish. 

He was prepared for his guests. 

 As I reflected on this passage this week it occurred to me that I do not remember another time 
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in scripture when Jesus actually prepared a meal for others.  He made arrangements for meals to 

happen and sometimes even took the role of host in others homes but this is the only time we are told 

he actually prepared everything himself and cooked for the disciples.  What a special meal it was!  

 Once the disciples had all arrived Jesus invited them to join him.  But first he wanted them to 

share what they had and so he instructed them to bring some of their fish to the table.  This seemed to 

work to refocus Peter’s attention on taking care of the fish they had caught.  And what an amazing 

catch it was!  Scholars have tried for years to figure out the significance in the number one hundred 

fifty three but at the core what it tells us is that they caught an abundance of fish.  And even though 

their nets were strained the nets had held.  Making the catch even more amazing.  Can’t you just 

imagine the fish stories that circulated for years after about that catch! 

 And then with fish in hand Jesus invited them to come and join him by the fire for breakfast.  

And they did.  A campfire is such an intimate setting. As they gathered round Jesus took the bread and 

gave it to them.  And then offered them fish from the grill.  No conversation was recorded during the 

meal and yet we imagine the disciples reflecting on other meals they had shared.  A meal with fish and 

bread and five thousand other people on a hillside not far from where they were now.  There had been 

abundance that day also for there was so much left over.  And another meal in the upper room where 

Jesus had also offered them bread and wine and told them to remember.  The last time they had eaten 

with Jesus.  

 And remember they did as we do every time we come to this table.  For each time we gather to 

share in the sacrament Jesus is our host.  Jesus took the time while he was living to prepare us for this 

meal.  He modeled what we are to do when we gather, how we are to come together, and invites us not 

only to come to the table but to bring something to share - to bring what matters to us, our catch, our 

livelihood, our sustenance.   For when we come bringing a part of ourselves to the meal there is always 
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something to share with others.   

 One Christmas Eve many years ago Will Willimon, then Dean of the Chapel at Duke 

University, was rushing his family to get in the car.  They were running late for the communion 

service.  "Where are the sermon notes?  Where is the pulpit robe?  Don't forget to turn off the lights.  

Everybody get in the car and be quiet!" 

 On the way to the church… rushing through the traffic, their 5-year-old- daughter, Harriet, got 

sick at her stomach and she up-chucked all over the car.   

 "Great!"  Will Willimon thought, "If people only knew what preachers go through."   

 He wheeled into the church parking lot and jumped out of the car, leaving his wife, Patsy, to 

clean up the car and get the kids into the church… and he thought, "If people only knew what 

preachers' spouses go through." 

 His wife, Patsy, led a still unsteady and pale Harriet into the church.  They sat on the back pew 

in the darkness… just in case Harriet got sick again.  Their son, William, age seven, ran down to the 

front of the church to sit with his grandparents.  Will Willimon threw on his robe, took a deep breath, 

and joined the choir for the processional.  He made it through the first part of the service… and the 

sermon.  Then came Holy Communion.  Will Willimon's wife, Patsy, came down to the altar to receive 

the sacrament, but she left 5 year old Harriet on the back pew.  Harriet was still so pale and so weak 

and so sick.  But then something beautiful happened.  

 Seven-year-old William got up and came back to the communion rail.  "What on earth is he 

doing?" wondered his parents.  "He's already received communion once.  What is he up to?"  They 

watched him race to the back of the church and scoot down the pew toward his sister.  He opened his 

hands… revealing a small piece of bread. "Harriet," he said, "This is the body of Christ given for you."   

Without hesitation, little Harriet picked the bread out of her brother's hands and plopped it into her 
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mouth and said, "Amen."  And in that moment Holy Communion had never been more holy.  Then 7-

year-old William patted his 5-year-old sister Harriet on the head.  He smiled.  She smiled.   

And then he turned and ran back down to the front of the church to re-join his grandparents.  (The 

Christian Ministry, July-August 1989, p. 47 retrieved from  https://sermons.com/sermon/christ-in-the-form-of-communion/1440459) 

Friends, Jesus is our Host this day.  We are to prepare our hearts, to invite all to join us at the 

table and the child William has reminded us that we are to share the very body of Christ with those in 

need  for when we do it brings a smile to our faces as we once again eat with our Lord and Savior - 

Our Host! 

https://sermons.com/sermon/christ-in-the-form-of-communion/1440459

