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 Everything New! 

 Revelation 21:1-7 

 

 All around Atlanta you see it.  One day there is a house for sale on a piece of property or a 

building for sale and the next thing you know you drive by and the house or building has been leveled.  

And weeks later you drive by to see a brand new structure appearing.  And inevitably the new structure 

is bigger than what was there before.  Even in the midst of disaster - when tornadoes and hurricanes 

level everything in their path as they have done again this week across the Midwest - many 

immediately begin to envision what the new community will look like.  For as a society we like 

everything new. 

 The vision we find in our scripture today from the book of Revelation portrays the day when 

God makes everything new.  We read it so often at funerals that we might miss this point and only 

think this is a vision of heaven.  But it is so much more, my friends.  This is a vision of a new heaven 

and a new earth.  At the beginning of creation in Genesis God created heaven and earth and now at the 

end of the book of Revelation we hear about the restoration of a new heaven and a new earth. Eugene 

Peterson has noted that  

 “The biblical story began, quite logically, with a beginning.  Now it draws to an end…also with 

a beginning. The sin-ruined creation of Genesis is restored in the sacrifice renewed creation of 

Revelation. The product of these beginning and ending acts of God are the same, ‘The heavens and the 

earth’ in Genesis, and ‘a new heaven and a new earth’ in Revelation. (Eugene H. Peterson, Reversed Thunder: The 

Reelation of John and the Praying Imagination (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1988), 169). 

 Scholars have noted that there are two words in Greek for “new.” One word means “new in 

time or origin.”  The other word - the one used in this passage means, “new in nature or new in 

quality.”  And we immediately hear one of the ways it is new.  The sea was no more.  For those being 
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persecuted in the early church, for those in the seven churches this letter was directed to, this was 

powerful news.  For the sea represented the dark forces of chaos which threatened God’s plans - which 

threatened their very lives.  This new heaven and new earth that was envisioned would be a world 

where the chaos of the past - the persecutions and dangers did not exist - on earth or in heaven. 

 And not only will there be a new heaven and a new earth there will also be a new Jerusalem.  

For those who heard this vision in the first century this was powerful for the old Jerusalem had been 

destroyed by the Roman armies just a few years before.  And this new Jerusalem, this vision of a new 

city out of the destruction was to be a new and special community.  For the voice from the throne 

proclaimed: 

 See, the home of God is among mortals.   

 He will dwell with them;  

 they will be his peoples, 

 and God himself will be with them; 

 I love the way Eugene Peterson translates these verses in the Message: 

 Look! Look! God has moved into the neighborhood,  

 making his home with men and women!   

 They’re his people, he’s their God.   

 He’ll wipe every tear from their eyes.   

 Death is gone for good - tears gone, crying gone, pain gone  

 - all the first order of things gone.   

Do you hear the powerful message - what makes this new creation different - is that God has moved 

into the neighborhood!  This is the community where God lives and works.  God is not just at work in 

heaven orchestrating everything from above.  God is not just present in the Temple in Jerusalem. God 

is not just present within the walls of our churches. God has moved into the neighborhood and lives 
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among us making all things new.  

 Maybe that is what some find frightening in this vision.  God is now among the people 

wherever they are - no longer confined to a certain space.  And of course this has always been true but 

here it is again - that reminder that God lives among us and therefore for those of us who know God 

our lives are changed forever because we live in the presence of our almighty and loving God every 

day of our lives.  

 Think about that a minute.  God has moved into the neighborhood - into the community where 

we live.  God is present with us and working among us.  That is what Jesus did when he came to earth.  

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us full of grace and truth.  Jesus walked among the people.  

He lived within the community of God’s people and he shared God’s love.  He taught us how to live 

and treat one another.  And my friends, if we are to live in this new world as God’s people - this new 

heaven and new earth that God offers us - we too have got to move into the neighborhoods sharing the 

love of Christ - giving to the thirsty the water of life.   

 That is what the early Christians did.  They were nurtured in community for one reason - so 

they could go out into the neighborhoods, into the towns and villages around through the power of the 

Holy Spirit sharing the love of God.  That is what makes the history of the early church so powerful.  

For when God’s people share God’s love with others faith grows, commitment to Christ is 

strengthened and God’s kingdom is revealed as relationships with Christ are deepened and one’s love 

of God becomes obvious.   

 The one seated on the throne - God Almighty - in John’s vision not only promises that he is 

making all things new but he says something else.  He tells John to write his words down because these 

words are trustworthy and true.  These words are important enough to be recorded for all time.  

Something God wanted the world to know then and now.  So hear it again.  Our God is the Alpha and 

the Omega - the first and the last - the beginning and the end.  God was present at the beginning and 
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God will be there at the last.  Nothing can or will destroy God.  And my friends, God is present in the 

in-between time - in the here and the now.  God is and always will be active in the world.  That is the 

promise.  Even when it feels like God has abandoned God’s people the promise is that God is still at 

work making all things new.  We just need to open our eyes and our ears to see how God is at work 

and what God is doing. We need to be willing to envision new ways of being.  And we must remain 

faithful and diligent in our efforts to be part of God’s new creation.  The voice from the throne said 

that those who conquer will inherit all these things.   

 Those who are in a relationship with God through Christ  

 - those who are faithful and have eyes to see the new growth  

 and ears to hear the new sounds  

 and a heart willing to live into the new way of being  

 they are promised the full and abundant life with God  

 in this new heaven and new earth.   

Those who heard this message in the first century needed this assurance.   

We need this assurance in the twenty-first century that God is continually making all things new. 

 This is Memorial Day weekend.  A time when we remember those who have served and 

especially those who lost their lives seeking to preserve our freedoms.  As a spouse of a Vietnam 

Veteran I am very aware of the price our service men and women have paid - not only those who lost 

their lives but those who live with the memories of war and their buddies who did not return.  It is 

important that we remember our past - the actions that brought on wars and rumors of wars and the 

sacrifices that were required.  But my friends all those who served and all those families who lost 

loved ones will tell you that if we haven’t learned anything from our past conflicts - if we aren’t 

making every effort to live into a different future where war is not necessary - then we do not 

understand the sacrifices they made for us.  Or why they died for their country. 
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 The same is true for those of us in the church.  The early Christians sacrificed deeply for their 

faith.  Life was not easy for them and many sacrificed their lives for their beliefs just as Christ had 

sacrificed his life for the world.  And John and the faithful followers of Jesus Christ found hope for 

their future through John’s vision of a new creation - the new heaven and the new earth where 

everything would be made new - recreated with a new future in mind.  And that meant that they, as 

God’s children, as God’s people, as God’s disciples, needed to see the world with new eyes - to see the 

possibilities and the promises of what a world, a life lived in community with God entailed and to live 

faithfully with God in community.   

 The same is true for us today.  For my friends, the world is changing rapidly around us.  The 

world our children and grandchildren are growing up in today is very different than the world we grew 

up in.  We can bemoan that fact, wring our hands and wish it was different but none of that will change 

it.  For God is continually making all things new and it is time for us to stop living in the past and to 

live into God’s vision of a new world.   

 It is time that we move into the neighborhood with God  

  and share our faith.   

 It is time for us to remember and to act on the fact  

  that we are called to be God’s hands and feet  

 drawing our community - those in our neighborhoods  

 - into a relationship with Jesus Christ that can change their lives.  

 Friends, God has moved into the neighborhood  

  - will we join him in the neighborhood 

   showing our neighbors that we are God’s people  

    intent on being used by God  

     as God makes all things new? 


