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 Our Power Source 

 Acts 2:1-42 

 

 Dr. Henry Van Dusen, in his book Spirit, Son and Father, says that the New Testament 

benediction was the reverse of today’s formula. The first disciples prayed in the name of the “Spirit, 

Son and Father” instead of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 Author Bruce Larson says “This is because we have reversed the New Testament strategy in 

approaching people. We come to people first of all with the doctrine of God the Father, which is the 

most difficult of the Christian doctrines to comprehend. We then talk about the doctrine of the Son, 

which is more understandable, and finally, we save the Holy Spirit for those inside the church who are 

most mature. Van Dusen says this is wrong, that we should begin with the Holy Spirit himself. The 

outsider can understand the Spirit of God loose in people . . . As people respond to the warmth and 

gifts of the Spirit in other people, they can then be taught about the Son, and finally, as they mature, 

grapple with the doctrine of God the Father.”  

 In our  “post-modern world” where many people, particularly young people, are turned off by a 

faith that is simply intellectual or rationalistic this has powerful implications. Young people today are 

looking for a holistic presentation of the Gospel, one that grips the imagination and the emotions as 

well as the intellectual part of the brain. It is an age that cries out for Spirit, Son and Father.  

(https://sermons.com/sermon/power-for-today/1442158) This might explain why the Pentecostal tradition is the 

fastest growing part of the church today.  Maybe it is time we become more comfortable with the 

movement of the Holy Spirit within the Presbyterian church. 

 As Presbyterians, as those who like things decently and in order, we need to start by admitting 

that we find the whole Pentecost event a little unnerving.  We don’t know what to make of this 

phenomenon for the spirit that blew in on that day was unpredictable and unexplainable so we tend to 
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skirt around it instead of contemplating the awe, wonder and power of that day. The disciples were 

gathered together in one place just as we are today.  Suddenly gale force winds blew in with all the 

sounds and power of a tornado or hurricane.  Can you feel the wind blowing you around?  And then 

each person felt what looked like tongues of fire or a bright light settle upon them. Think about a 

spotlight roaming the room and then resting on each person individually.   

 I have been working on Vacation Bible School all week and our theme is “To Mars and 

Beyond” so it has an outer space emphasis.  That conjured up a new image for me of what the tongues 

of fire might have been like.  Remember the transporter that converted the Star Trek characters or 

objects into an energy matter so they could be beamed up to wherever they were going and then 

reconverted.  I wonder if that’s not something like what happened to each person gathered that day in 

Jerusalem.  Their lives were transported to another dimension through the Holy Spirit that took control 

- entered their hearts - warmed them like fire warms us and gave them the ability to speak so that 

others could hear and understand them in many languages.   

   It occurred to me this week that we remember that many languages were spoken on Pentecost 

but do we remember what was heard?  The crowd heard them speaking about God’s deeds of power - 

the wonderful things God had done.  And that is what Pentecost unleashed.  

 Before Jesus ascended to heaven he told the disciples to stay in Jerusalem until they were 

“clothed with power from on high.”  Pentecost is the day God’s people were clothed with God’s 

power.  And that power is the ability to share with others the wonderful things God has done through 

Jesus Christ in ways they could understand.   

 Someone has said that the average Christian and the average church are somewhere bogged 

down between Calvary and Pentecost. We have been to Calvary for pardon, but we have not been to 

Pentecost for power. “Bethlehem means God with us,” this unknown author explains, “Calvary means 

God for us. Pentecost means God in us.” (https://sermons.com/sermon/have-you-had-your-caffeine-today/1470739) 
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Maybe the time has come for us to reconnect to the Pentecost power that comes when God is in us - 

touching and transforming our hearts and lives. 

 To do that we need to connect to the source of our power.  We live in a day and age where 

everyone talks about wireless devices.  And they are to a point.  But we all know that at some point we 

have to find a source of power to connect to or the devices will cease to work.  And to begin with that 

means we need a power cord that can connect to our device.  But the power cord alone is not enough.  

For only connecting our device to the power cord does not give us power.  We also must find a source 

of power.  For our devices that is electricity.  We need to plug into the wall or into a power cell - into 

the source of our power.  Friends, Pentecost is the day when the disciples became plugged into our 

power source -  the Holy Spirit. And that is what we must do or we will loose our charge and die. 

 Robert Schuller described some similar things in the introduction to one of his books. “How 

much is a sprinkler-head worth?” he asks. “It all depends. Not much on a shelf in the hardware store. 

But attach it to a water line and it will bring life to plants, flowers, and fruit, feeding the human race. 

Life and death--they’re in the sprinkler head. 

 “How much is a pen worth? It all depends on whose hand holds it--and what that hand does 

with it. 

 “What is a human being worth anyway? It all depends. A disconnected human life is a waste. 

Connected to an uplifting faith in a loving spirit that flows from the living heart of Jesus Christ, this 

simple person becomes a powerhouse of life-giving hope?”  

 And that’s the answer to our lives as individuals and as a church. We need to recover our 

connection to the source of our power - God in Christ through the Holy Spirit. 

(https://sermons.com/sermon/spirit-power/1352534) 

 For friends, it is the Holy Spirit that breathes life into our community over and over again.  The 

Spirit provides the warmth and caring that makes a community.  The Spirit gives us energy to do far 
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more than we ever thought possible.  Will Willimon in his commentary on Acts says “The spirit is the 

power which enables the church to “go public” with its good news, to attract a crowd, and ...to have 

something to say worth hearing.”  (Interpretation: Acts, Willimon, p. 33) 

 And I want you to know that the Holy Spirit is alive and active in this place.  We have just 

finished a week of hosting Family Promise.  We became involved with Family Promise because the 

Holy Spirit opened doors and hearts within this place and you responded in powerful ways.  This 

month we are putting together 2000 lunches for children in the community.  Year after year a 

committed group of people gather to share God’s love through the sack lunches we prepare for 

children who otherwise would not have a meal with school out.   

 We are getting ready to welcome children into our building for Vacation Bible School 

beginning tomorrow morning.  Every year the Holy Spirit gives members of this church the energy and 

the desire to tell of God’s mighty deeds to the next generation.  And let me promise you the Spirit will 

be in this place this week!  I have experienced it year after year.  During Vacation Bible School we 

will be raising money for our ministry in Kenya.  And exciting things are happening there through the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  The Ahadi Foundation - our foundation which supports Gladys and Daniel 

Muchoki’s ministry in Kenya - has just signed a 10 year lease through the Kenyan government to run 

and support the Huruma Secondary School through the Presbyterian Church in East Africa under 

Gladys’ leadership.  Our gifts will provide teachers and staff, supplies, repairs and upkeep of the 

facility as well as scholarship help for the needy students.  The computer classes for graduates that we 

began last year will be housed in this facility as well. It was the Holy Spirit that brought Gladys and 

Daniel into our community over six years ago and it is the Holy Spirit that continues to give us the 

ability to share in their powerful ministry.   There is a new bulletin board up in the Kitchen with 

pictures of this ministry.  If you would like to contribute to this ministry as the children share their 

money this week just note Kenya ministry on your check.  
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 And closer to home we are collecting for our fifth Sunday gifts of underwear and jeans for the 

children who go to the Health Clinic at Blackwell Elementary and offering an English as a Second 

Language class for some members of our Hispanic Congregation that worships in our facilities - both 

of these programs and our Day Camp Program are part of our ministry because the Holy Spirit spoke 

to individual members of this church and moved their hearts to ask could we respond - and we have!  

 The Spirit is present and active through this church but there is one important aspect of what 

happened on Pentecost that we need to continue to work on for it is the key to our recovering the 

power of Pentecost.  In his book God, Help Us! R. J. Chandler tells a wonderful story of a church that 

celebrated Pentecost Sunday in a unique way. They had the young children process down the aisle 

while carrying large cardboard flames to symbolize the Holy Spirit. 

 However, as in most children’s programs, not everything went smoothly. One little boy became 

upset when he realized he had forgotten his flame. Not having a piece of cardboard to carry, he ran up 

and down the aisle flapping his arms, then stopped and announced for all to hear, “I’ve lost my flame!” 

 A little girl ran up to him and tore off a piece of her flame and handed it to him. “No, you 

haven’t,” she said. “Take this.” 

 When she saw the boy’s happiness at receiving a piece of her flame, the little girl decided that 

this was the gift that keeps on giving. So she walked up and down the aisle, tearing off more pieces of 

her flame and passing them to everyone within reach.  

 That little girl understood the real meaning of Pentecost, didn’t she? She wasn’t going to keep 

the awesome power of the Holy Spirit to herself.  She was going to share her flame with everyone she 

could. (https://sermons.com/sermon/all-in-the-family/1485454)   

 And friends, that is what we must do also.  Our calling as those baptized with the Holy Spirit 

and fire, is to connect the other end of the power cord to people so that God’s power can spread 

throughout the world.  Our task - our joy - is to share our flame with everyone we meet and that means 
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that we must tell others about God’s deeds of power.  We must talk with others every day about our 

faith, our community and the power and love that God has poured out upon us.   

Friends, we are called to share our flame with others so that all the world will be connected to 

our power source!  May we have the heart, the joy and the passion of that little girl. 

  

     

  


