
 

 

Sermon Covenant Presbyterian Church 

August 4, 2019 Rev. Zeta T. Lamberson 

 

 A Prophet Speaks: Time’s Up! 

 Amos 2:4-3:8 

 

 As deadlines approach we all know what time’s up means!  It is time to put up or shut up!  The bills 

must be paid.  The paper must be turned in.  The presentation must be ready for the boss.  With school 

beginning this week children remember what a teacher means when they say time’s up!  Put your 

pencil down.  Turn in your papers. Yes, the time limit has expired on whatever we are doing.  The 

deadline has been reached. 

 In the Biblical story often the signal that time’s up is when a prophet’s voice is heard.  Prophesies 

makes up at least one fourth of the Old Testament and yet I would venture to say that most of us do not 

spend much time reading the prophet’s words.  Oh, we love to hear the words of hope and promise 

from Isaiah during Advent.  Or the words of Jeremiah that speak of a new heaven and a new earth.  But 

most of the prophet’s words are words of warning or confrontation - they call us to account and reflect 

on our sins - and if we have a choice we don’t choose to read those.  But the prophet speaks when God 

has words we need to hear.  Walter Brueggemann, in his book “Finally Comes the Poet”, says:  “The 

poet/prophet is a voice that shatters settled reality and evokes new possibility in the listening 

assembly.”  (Walter Brueggemann, Finally Comes the Poet: Daring Speech for Proclamation (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1989), 4.)  

And friends, that is what needs to happen in our world today.  We need to have our settled reality 

shattered so that we can see new possibilities for the church and for the world we live in.  We need to 

hear God’s voice speaking to us again today. 

 Amos was a prophet in the middle of the eighth century.  He prophesied during the reign of King 

Uzziah in Judah and King Jereboam II of Israel.  Although not the first prophet found in the canon of 

scripture he was the earliest and first prophet to have a book named after him.  He was a Southerner 



 

 

from Judah who prophesied to the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  His words burst on the scene in a time 

of great prosperity when there was a great inequity between the rich and the poor.  Much like the world 

we live in today.  Interestingly scholars believe he probably only prophesied for a year - two at the 

most.  And yet his words have been preserved because as time passed what he prophesied came true.  

And therefore, my friends, it is important for us - as Christians living in a time of great prosperity - to 

hear these words again and to have our settled reality shattered and to look for new possibilities 

through the prophet’s words.   

 For time’s up!  For you, for me, for the church, and for our world.  The world has changed around 

us and it is time for us to come to grips with those changes and to hear again God’s words of challenge.  

And so over the next six weeks we will look together at the words of Amos to envision new 

possibilities for our life together. 

 Amos began with a series of oracles against the nations.  Imagine those listening to him nodding in 

affirmation as he systematically named all the nations around Israel and declared that God would take 

action against them for their sins.  Naming the transgressions of Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Amon, 

Moab and even Judah.  When you get home this afternoon read Chapters one and two of Amos and 

feel the power of the repetition of Amos proclaiming the consequences for the actions of these nations.  

But Amos didn’t stop there.  For the list of transgressions continues and Israel was confronted with 

their own list of transgressions - and in much greater detail.  With these words the prophet got the 

attention of the people and that was his goal. For God wanted the people to know that time was up and 

something needed to change.  A word that we too need to hear in our world today.   

 As a teenager in the late 60's and early 70's I remember learning the hymn “Once to Every Man and 

Nation” and being convicted by its words in the midst of the Civil Rights Movement.  The hymn is not 



 

 

in our hymnbook and it is a challenge to sing but its words written by James Russell Lowell are 

powerful and remind us what Amos was articulating. 

 Once to ev'ry man and nation  

 Comes the moment to decide,  

 In the strife of truth with falsehood,  

 For the good or evil side;  

 Some great cause, some great decision,  

 Off'ring each the bloom or blight,  

 And the choice goes by forever  

 'Twixt that darkness and that light.  

 

 Then to side with truth is noble,  

 When we share her wretched crust,  

 Ere her cause bring fame and profit,  

 And 'tis prosperous to be just;  

 Then it is the brave man chooses  

 While the coward stands aside.  

 Till the multitude make virtue  

 Of the faith they had denied.  

 

 Tho' the cause of evil prosper,  

 Yet ‘tis truth alone is strong;  

 Though her portion be the scaffold,  

 And upon the throne be wrong;  

 Yet that scaffold sways the future,  

 And, behind the dim unknown,  

 Standeth God within the shadow,  

 Keeping watch above His own. 

 



 

 

 As we too face the moment of decision Amos reminds us of three important aspects of our God who 

stands in the shadow keeping watch.   

 First, the oracles to the nations remind us that God holds all nations accountable for their actions.  

God created all the world and therefore God has skin in the game related to every nation.  God’s eyes 

are not just on one nation.  God does not just care for the United States of America.  God’s justice and 

love observes no national or ethical boundaries.  God cares for all nations.  Friends, what that means is 

that we too are called to care for the people of all nations. We have the benefit today of being able to 

know what is happening all around the world and yet we often turn a blind eye to the needs of our 

world.  The prophet’s words remind us that all nations are held in God’s hands and that all people - all 

nations are precious in God’s eyes even though they too sin and fall short of God’s glory.  And they 

too will be held accountable for their actions but it is God who judges and decides the punishment and 

not us.  We are called to care for people of all nations and to work for justice for all.  

 And yet the words of the prophet also remind us that we as Christians, as those who have a deep and 

abiding relationship with God as our Father, are especially accountable for our actions by God.  It is 

why God gets so frustrated with us when we repeat the same sins over and over again.  It is why God 

through the years sent prophets to speak - to remind us who we are and to call us to account for our 

actions. 

 The long anticipated live action remake of the Disney 1994 animated film “The Lion King” has 

come out.  I saw it this week and it is amazing.  The story is unchanged and given new power through 

the live action scenes especially the animal scenes.  What a reminder of the beauty and wonder of 

God’s creation and the amazing creativity of our God.  And yet for me the most powerful scene was 

when Rafiki, the mandrill, encouraged Simba to “Remember who you are.”  For in that moment Simba 

remembers his calling, remembering the words of his father, sees his father’s reflection in a pond as he 



 

 

looks deep within himself and was convicted to take his rightful place as King of the Pridelands so that 

the Circle of Life could continue. 

 It is what we too are called to do week in and week out as we gather to worship and especially here 

at Covenant on the first Sunday of the month when we come to the Lord’s Table.  For as we come to 

the table we are called to remember what Christ did for us - the sacrifice that God made for us - and the 

promise that we know deep in our souls that through Christ’s death on the cross our sins are forgiven.  

And because of that gift we are challenged to live the life Christ called us to as God’s children. 

 Friends, that is what Amos was calling the people of Israel to do and what his words remind us to 

do.  To remember who we are as God’s people.  The ones who God brought up out of the land of 

Egypt and cared for in the wilderness and in the years since. It is the role of the prophet to remind 

God’s people who we are and therefore we should listen carefully to the words of the prophets. Even if 

their words cause fear in our hearts.  The same fear that we feel when we hear a lion’s roar. For there 

are times when God’s voice needs to be as powerful as the lions to get our attention.  For when we 

remember all that God has done for us - when we remember what Christ did for us - we are reminded 

that we are in a covenant relationship with God.  “To be God’s covenant people is not a matter of 

exclusive privilege but of obligation to responsible mission.”  (Westminster Bible Companion: Hosea. Joel, and 

Amos, Bruce C. Birch, Westminster John Knox Press, p. 191)   

 Fifty-five years ago the group who founded this congregation chose Covenant for a name.  It is a 

reminder to this congregation and to the world around us of the covenant that we have made with God 

- a covenant that places us securely in God’s loving arms but also calls us to action - to responsible 

mission.  We are called to love and care for all people, to speak out against injustice, to offer help and 

hope to the needy, and to call our world to account for actions that are contrary to God’s call upon our 

lives. For time’s up for the church of Jesus Christ, my friends. We have remained silent in the midst of 

a world gone crazy and allowed God’s word to be hidden and compromised. And because of that many 



 

 

no longer trust the institution of the church.  They do not see a faith that makes a difference in the way 

people live their lives and therefore ,think what we have is meaningless.  

 Time’s up!  It is time for our words and our actions to match.  Time for us to live as faithful 

disciples boldly calling our world to task for its sins and offering a new way of life - a way of hope, 

promise and faithfulness.  For when we truly live as followers of Jesus Christ people notice and are 

drawn into a relationship with God our Father, Christ the Son and the Holy Spirit.   

 Faithful living is contagious, my friends!  And that is what we need to exude!  Time’s up!  It is time 

for us to hold up our side of our covenant promises.  Are we ready?  And more importantly - Are we 

willing?     

    


