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 A Prophet Speaks: Seek the Lord and Live 

 Amos 5:1-17 

  

 In the aftermath of two more mass shootings - one in El Paso, Texas and the other in Dayton, 

Ohio our nation mourns once again.  Some people wring their hands out of fear and decide not to go to 

public places any longer.  Some buy more guns and bullet proof back packs to protect themselves or 

their children.  Others protest and call for gun legislation.  Politicians posture.  But the real question is 

when will we decide that we must do something different so innocent people do not continue to die.  I 

do not claim to have the answer nor do I know which solutions will really solve the problem - and I am 

sure everyone here has a different opinion about what we should do.  But when I read the words of the 

prophet Amos I am reminded that we have a responsibility as Christians to seek God and God’s 

guidance and to work for justice and righteousness for all.   

 The call to Amos to speak God’s words of judgment came to a world much like ours - a world 

of prosperity where everyone was content to focus on their own needs.  The rich were getting richer 

and the poor were getting poorer.  And over time even the most faithful in Israel had slowly drifted 

away from the life God had commanded them to live.   Oh, they still went to the sacred places and 

worshiped especially on the high holy days for everyone did that.  But their lives were no longer 

shaped by God’s laws. God had seen it happen before and would see it happen again for we do not 

seem to learn from our mistakes.  God recognized the signs and sent Amos to call the people back to 

his ways. 

 Scholars have noted that chapter 5 of Amos is the heart of his message.  All that comes before 

leads to these words and all that follows amplifies these words.  Last week we heard Amos’ call to pay 

attention for time was up. The Lord had finally had enough!  And between last week’s words at the 

beginning of Chapter 3 and today’s words in chapter 5 we find the refrain “yet you did not return to 
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me.”   Five times in Chapter 4 these words were repeated.  Eugene Petersen in The Message says “you 

ignored me.”  Even when God sent warnings the people ignored God.  They failed to look to God for 

direction and when things happened that should have gotten their attention they ignored them.   Oh, 

they were still going to Bethel and Gilgal and Beersheba - their places of worship but they were not 

paying any attention to what God said in those places. And so God pronounced the end of Israel: 

 Fallen, no more to rise, is maiden Israel; 

 forsaken on her land, with no one to raise her up.   

 And then the Lord reminded them what could make a difference... 

 “Seek me and live... Seek the Lord and live.”   

Friends, when the word seek is found in scripture with God as the object it means to turn to God - to 

hold to God and God’s instructions as a way of life.  It doesn’t mean just to call out to him or to look 

for him as in searching.  Oh, we do need to find him first but God is always there ready to be found.  

No, when scripture says seek the Lord what is meant is stop what you are doing and take the time to 

remember who God is, what God has done for us and begin to shape and mold your life to follow him.   

 For the people of Israel this phrase held special meaning for this is not the first time they had 

heard these words or the last time they would hear these words.  For the concept of seeking God is 

found throughout scripture especially in the words of the prophets and in the psalms.   

 In his book, Hearing God: Developing a Conversational Relationship with God, philosopher 

and theologian Dallas Willard reminds us: 

 If the Bible says something once, notice it  

  but don't count it as a fundamental principle.  

 If it says it twice, think about it twice.  

 If it is repeated many times, then dwell on it and seek to understand it.  

 What you want to believe from the Bible is its message on the whole,  
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 and use it as a standard for interpreting the peripheral passages. (Retrieved from 

https://www.homileticsonline.com/subscriber/illustration_search.asp?keywords=Willard&imageField2=) 

 My friends, seeking God is one of the fundamental principles found in scripture.  The first time 

this concept is found in scripture is in Deuteronomy 4 in Moses’ instructions from God on obedience.  

Hear Moses’ words of instruction: 

 When you have had children and children’s children,  

 and become complacent in the land,  

 if you act corruptly by making an idol in the form of anything,  

 thus doing what is evil in the sight of the Lord your God,  

 and provoking him to anger,   

 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today  

 that you will soon utterly perish from the land  

 that you are crossing the Jordan to occupy;  

 you will not live long on it, but will be utterly destroyed.  

 The Lord will scatter you among the peoples;  

 only a few of you will be left among the nations  

 where the Lord will lead you.  

 There you will serve other gods made by human hands,  

 objects of wood and stone that neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.  

 From there you will seek the Lord your God, and you will find him  

 if you search after him with all your heart and soul.  

 In your distress,  

 when all these things have happened to you in time to come,  

 you will return to the Lord your God and heed him.  
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 Because the Lord your God is a merciful God,  

 he will neither abandon you nor destroy you;  

 he will not forget the covenant with your ancestors  

 that he swore to them.   (Deuteronomy 4:25-31  NRSV) 

 Over and over in scripture we hear the promise that if we seek the Lord with all our heart and 

soul we will find him for God is waiting for us to seek him out.   

 But here in Amos we are reminded that seeking God is not just about the search - not just about 

worshiping God - although worship can draw us closer to God.  But often worship becomes only ritual 

as it had become in the time of Israel.  When worship fails to impact how we live our lives outside of 

the sanctuary then we have not found God. 

 That is one of the criticism of Christianity today.  People who worship God but do not live out 

their faith.  I have just finished reading a book called “UNChristian: What A New Generation Really 

Thinks About Christianity...And Why It Matters”.  It is written by David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons 

and is based on groundbreaking research from the Barna Group.  It looks at what the younger 

generations - the Mosaics and the Busters - think of the church.  There is much in this book to make us 

pause and reflect on our life in the church today.  For at the core of their findings is the fact that 

Christians are not living lives that model Christ.  Kinnaman at the conclusion says: “To shift our 

reputation, Christ followers must learn to respond to people in the way Jesus did. ...we have to be 

defined by our service and sacrifice, by lives that exude humility and grace. (Kinnamon & Lyons, UNChristian: 

What a New Generation Really Thinks About Christianity...And Why It Matters, Baker Books: 2007, p.204) 

 For only when the world sees God or Jesus in us or through our actions will they too be drawn 

to seek God.   Years ago there was a young man whose girlfriend lived in a distant city.  He wanted to 

have an engagement ring on hand when he proposed to her, so he sought the help of a friend who was a 

jeweler. 
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 In due course, after designing the ring, he was shown the materials.  The diamond looked like 

any other stone he might have seen in a garden and along a sidewalk.  And the gold was a bright, 

garish color, not at all like the gold he had seen used in other jewelry.  On questioning the jeweler 

about the gold, he was told that it had not yet been refined.  Still in doubt about the eventual beauty of 

the engagement ring, he asked: “And how do you know when it is pure enough?” to which the jeweler 

replied, as he peered over the crucible, “When I can see my face in it.” (https://sermons.com/sermon/the-god-

who-is-near/1348224)  Friends, only when God can see God’s face in and through our lives will we be truly 

refined.  That is what God longs for and what will make a difference in our world.  It is the life we 

seek as a child of God. 

 For when we see the Lord, when we seek God our lives become reflections of God.  We 

respond to others needs with love and care as God cared for the world.  As Jesus modeled for us.  And 

that means we seek justice and righteousness for all people.  This was at the core of what Israel had 

forgotten over time.  They were not acting justly for they were trampling on the poor and taking food 

from them, taking bribes and pushing aside the needy at the gate.   

 The gate was the place where justice was sorted out in ancient times.  Inside the walled gates of 

the city were public spaces where the leaders of the community met to solve issues of the day.  It was 

not really a courtroom but more a town hall meeting space where issues were resolved through 

discussion and hearing all sides of an issue.  And instead of solving the issues and helping the poor and 

needy to find justice decisions in the time of Amos were being influenced by bribes and the desires of 

the powerful.  Some things never change!  They had forgotten that all people deserved a voice and that 

God calls us to provide equity to all people.  These practices that broke covenant and exploited 

neighbor were evil and needed to be stopped just as they need to be stopped today. 

 Amos went on to define what was required -  to seek good and not evil.  For that was and is the 

only way to live as God calls us to live.  We are to hate evil and to love good.  Good is defined in 

(https:/sermons.com/sermon/the-god-who-is-near/1348224)
(https:/sermons.com/sermon/the-god-who-is-near/1348224)
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scripture as seeking justice and righteousness for all.  And if we do that there is hope for our world. 

Did you hear the word of hope to Israel from Amos -  

 Hate evil and love good, 

 and establish justice in the gate; 

 it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts,  

 will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.       

 For those who hate evil and love good and work for justice the Lord will take note.  And offers 

grace.     

 And so my friends we are called to seek the Lord - to seek a meaningful relationship with God.  

And that means that we must know God.  We need to deepen our prayer life.  We need to read 

scripture with the desire to know God’s heart and to hear God speaking to us.  Two weeks ago I 

preached on prayer and how important prayer is to our relationship with God.  And it is the starting 

place.  We must seek a deep and abiding relationship with God.  But friends, our calling is not just to 

develop a me and God or me and Jesus relationship but to seek to live as a disciple.  When we have a 

deep and abiding relationship with God - when we are truly seeking God we are committed to bringing 

justice and righteousness into our world.  We are called to take our faith out into the streets and to 

work for a better world.  That means that we see evil for what it is.  We call sin a sin.  And we work to 

provide solutions that will bring love and hope into our world.  This can take many forms and none of 

us will live out our faith in the same way.   

 Some Christians respond by getting involved in politics and marching.  Other Christians choose 

to work in a hospital or a soup kitchen or a prison.  Others choose to be a voice for the homeless and 

the needy responding to their needs.  Still others respond by caring for their neighbors and showing 

compassion and kindness to others. But friends, whatever form it takes a Christian response requires us 

to  take the time to listen to others, to hear and feel the pain of our world and to be about bringing a 
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word of hope  and not judgment into the pain of the world.   

 Friends, if we are seeking God - a real meaningful relationship with God we are called to more 

than just a Sunday morning faith.  We are called to be part of bringing justice and righteousness to our 

society.  And my friends, if Christianity is to impact the next generation we must start living as Jesus 

lived - in the world among the needy.  And who knows - we just might be changed in the process....

  


