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 I love to read and over the years have read a wide variety of authors.  One author I have 

especially been intrigued by is Daniel Silva.  He has written a series of novels featuring Gabriel Allon 

as the main protagonist.  He is at the same time a famous sought after art restorer and an Israeli spy 

who continually gets drawn into complicated assignments through the Israeli intelligence agency often 

in the midst of restoring a painting.  If you like spy novels these are well written!  From the first novel 

The Kill Artist to the nineteenth and most recent novel The New Girl Daniel Silva artfully weaves the 

world of intelligence and the gifts of an accomplished art restorer together.  The very skills  that make 

Gabriel Allon a master restorer  - a knowledge of the medium, attention to detail and careful planning 

and execution -are also the skills that make him a good spy.      

 I also seem to have read a good many books recently about people who have bought an old 

house and decided to restore the home to make it a B and B.  That seems to be a popular genre these 

days.  And so as I was thinking about this passage of scripture and Amos’ words that promise 

restoration I began to reflect on what restoration means and what is involved in a restoration process.   

 According to the dictionary restoration is the act of returning something to its former condition.  

Interestingly the literal meaning of the Hebrew words translated restore in this passage is turn back or 

return.  The prophet’s role was to turn the people back to God. Amos was called to speak God’s words 

to the people of the Northern kingdom because they had forgotten God’s commandments and were not 

living as God had called them to live.  They had forgotten that at the root of God’s commandments was 

a desire for justice and righteousness for all people and a call to care for the poor and needy especially.  

Just before our passage today in Chapter 8 the Lord through Amos said... 

 The time is surely coming... 
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 When I will send a famine on the land; 

 not a famine of bread, or a thirst for water, 

 but of hearing the words of the Lord. 

 They shall wander from sea to sea, and from north to east; 

 they shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the Lord, 

 but they shall not find it.  (Amos 8:11-12) 

 Things would become so bad that if they continued as they were living the day was coming 

when no one would even remember God’s words.  As a matter of fact that was part of the problem 

already for the people had forgotten God’s words.  They were no longer living as God commanded.   

 But after those words of warning God also spoke a word of hope - God’s promise of 

restoration.   

 On that day I will raise up  

 the booth of David that is fallen, 

 and repair its breaches, 

 and raise up its ruins,  

 and rebuild it as in the days of old... 

 Repair, raise up, rebuild - these are words that give hope for restoration. And they are exactly 

what an art restorer does.  The art restorer painstakingly works to restore - to turn a painting that has 

been damaged or become dirty or changed in some way - back to its original form.  But to begin the art 

restorer must know something about the artist and their works.  Good art restorers study art history and 

the works of the masters until they can recognize their works instantly.  They know the thoughts and 

the actions that make an artist unique.  Often when given a piece of art to restore the art restorer begins 

with a very small area to experiment to see what is underneath.  For they need to know what the 

original art looked like.   
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 In the same way if we are to know the promise of restoration the first thing we need to do is to 

remember clearly God’s vision for the world.  We need to know God’s Word and God’s heart and 

desires.  Notice that when God spoke of restoration God used the image of a booth of David.  Booths 

were created for shelter.  Booths were crude structures usually made with a simple frame and 

spreading branches over the frame.  They were used to shelter troops in the field, watchers in 

vanguards, and for pilgrims at the festival of booths or tabernacles.  They did provide shelter but 

friends they were not permanent structures.  They were only meant to be used for a season.  The 

promise here is restoration but not necessarily back to the kingdom of David and the Temple of 

Solomon.  But back to God’s original intentions - the day when “all the nations who are called by my 

name” are reconciled.  The promise is not of a renewed kingdom but of a renewed covenant between 

God and the people and the land. 

 It is interesting that verses 11 and 12 are quoted by James in Acts at the Jerusalem Council - 

one of only two times in the New Testament when Amos is quoted.  Paul and Barnabas brought word 

of their work among the Gentiles and sought some modifications.  Their arguments sent them back to 

Christ’s commands over against the cultural expectations of the time.  And James remembered God’s 

vision and called on the church to include the Gentiles.  It was a moment of restoration and yet 

included some remodeling.     

 And that had been true for centuries.  For restoration takes many forms and it has for the people 

of God.  Sometimes we do not choose to restore something to exactly its former condition but to a 

better condition so it looks like new.  We call that renovation.  Many of us have renovated our homes 

over the years sometimes this means not only painting or new flooring or windows or light fixtures but 

we really remodel our homes taking out walls and changing the floor plan to be more efficient or 

convenient for us.  And in today’s world the new thing is to buy an old home and tear it down and 

totally rebuild on that site.  God through the centuries has used all these methods to restore God’s 
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people. 

 Several times after the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed the people of God sought to rebuild 

it and in the process renovated it.  And yet over and over these building efforts were not the answer to 

restoring the people of God to God’s ways.  No, the answer lay in the people returning to God’s ways 

of life.  For the promise of restoration must include not only knowing God’s vision but living as God 

commanded for that is the sign that restoration has really happened.   

 Think again about the art restorer.  The real beauty of the original art comes out as the restorer 

brings back the original colors and techniques that defined the artist.  It takes a lot of hard work and 

diligent efforts but it is worth it in the end.  That is the promise of restoration.  If the people of God 

will return to God’s way of life abundance will return. The fullness of life will be restored.     

 That is the imagery we find in verses 13 and 14.  It comes from the agricultural cycle in 

Palestine.  Barley and wheat ripen for harvest in April-May, grapes are gathered in August-September, 

ploughing is done after the rains in October, and sowing follows.  The crops are so abundant in Amos’ 

image that the harvester cannot finish before time for ploughing, and pressing out the grapes to make 

wine will not be finished when sowing time arrives.  The grapes will land so heavy in the mountain 

vineyards that the slopes will seem literally to drip and flow with fresh wine.  This image is a reminder 

that God blesses the harvest when God’s people are faithful, living in covenant with God.   (The Old 

Testament Library: Amos, James Luther Mays, The Westminster Press, 1969, p. 167).    

 What we know from the story of God’s people is that every generation has had to learn this 

lesson for itself.  A community that has lived faithfully inevitably becomes comfortable.  The people 

are pulled away from God’s instructions and into the ways of the world.  And the people sin and fall 

short of the glory of God.  Over and over again God sends messengers to call the people back into 

relationship with him.  And as we remember God’s story we see that for every generation God has 

used different methods to restore the people.   
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 Following the Exodus from Egypt God used experiences in the wilderness to mold the people.  

Once in the promised land judges arose to lead the people.  Then God agreed to Kings to try to restore 

the people to God’s ways. When that wasn’t working God sent prophets to proclaim his words.  And 

then exile became the way of restoration as the people were stripped of all they knew except for their 

relationship with God.   After many years God sent his only Son to restore the people of God.  And 

Jesus called disciples to follow him and lead the people once again reminding the people what 

mattered to God was their way of life.  After Christ’s death and resurrection God sent the Holy Spirit 

into the world birthing the church of Jesus Christ which was called to proclaim God’s word to the 

world. And we know that over the last 2000 years the church has seen many reformations in an effort 

to restore God’s people.  We, as Presbyterians, affirm that we are reformed and always reforming for 

we acknowledge that each season of the church needs updating and renewal.   

 My friends, the church of Jesus Christ is now in another season of reformation.  For the world 

around us has changed.  Many people no longer hear the word of God and there are many evidences 

that many people no longer live as God commands.  We once again need a reformation.  We need to 

hear the promise of restoration and get busy working toward God’s vision.  We don’t know if this new 

reformation will be a renovation, a remodeling or a rebuilding.  But my friends, what we can rest 

assured of is that it begins with a restoration to God’s vision for the world through disciples who know 

God’s word and live as God calls us to live.   

 The final verse of the book of Amos is the promise that God will bring restoration.  The 

Contemporary English Version of the Bible says it this way: 

 I’ll plant your roots deep 

 in the land I have given you, 

 and you won’t ever be uprooted again. 

 I, the Lord God, have spoken! 



 

 

6 

Friends, if we put our roots down deep - in God’s Word and shape and form our lives according 

to God’s teachings the promise is that we will not be uprooted.  Even when storms come we will not be 

destroyed for new life will spring up from our deep roots.  That my friends, is the promise of 

restoration that God proclaims over and over again in scripture.  And we have an important role in that 

promise as the people of God.  As those who believe in God’s vision for the world we are called to be 

part of the restoration of God’s kingdom.  We are called to be open to what God may reveal to us as 

we clear away the dust and grim and begin to see what God wants us to do in the future.  But we must 

be open to whatever forms that restoration takes.  For God is always doing a new thing among us in a 

desire to broaden God’s love and grace.  May we root ourselves deeply in God’s words, water the roots 

with actions that nourish the roots so that new life might grow revealing God’s vision for our world.    


