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 Words for God’s Church: You Are Christ’s Body 

 I Corinthians 12:12-31 

 

 In the passage just before our scripture for today Paul, in his letter to the believers in Corinth, 

wrote about spiritual gifts.  How important each gift was and that each person has different gifts and 

they all matter.  And then in our passage today Paul went on to give an example of how all our gifts 

work together.  He used the human body as the example.  We are so familiar with this example for 

Paul writes about it often and we use it to talk about the church that I think we may miss the power of 

what he says here.   

 Yes, we know that our bodies are made up of many different parts.  And if we have ever broken 

a bone, had a serious illness, or discovered that one of our parts is not working right we know only too 

well what a difference it makes in how we feel and how we live.  So we do understand the fact that 

each member of the body - each part of our fearfully and wonderfully made bodies - matter.  And so 

did the Corinthians. 

 As a matter of fact this was a common analogy  used widely in ancient rhetoric.  One example.  

Dionysius of Halicarnassus, a Greek historian and orator, compared the human body to the 

commonwealth.  His point in the analogy was not that all people should be valued as equal; rather, that 

those parts which are given less honor - such as the belly - should not object to being ruled over by the 

parts that have greater honor - such as the brain.  In other words they shouldn’t object to being ruled by 

the Roman senate.  (https://www.homileticsonline.com/subscriber/btl_display.asp?installment_id=93000307) 

 And yet what Paul said was very different than the way this analogy had been used before in 

Corinth.  And that probably got the attention of the Corinthians as he intended.  For Paul emphasized 

that they were the body of Christ.  Not just any body but the body of Christ and therefore how they 

functioned together mattered.  And he didn’t use this analogy to say one part was more important than 
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another.  Just the opposite.  They all mattered.  So instead of talking today about why each body part 

matters or why the different gifts matter I want us to look at the reasons he gives for this image for in 

the reasons we discover why Paul emphasized to the early Christians that they were the body of Christ. 

 Paul’s first point was that through baptism they became one body.  This was a very diverse 

community that came together because of their faith in Jesus Christ.  They were no longer known by 

their ethnic heritage - Jew or Greek, or their status in society - slave or free.  They were made one by 

their baptism - by the Holy Spirit that came into their lives when they were baptized.  They were one 

because of their faith in Jesus Christ and their decision to join his body.  Paul said “You are Christ’s 

body” through your decision to become baptized in his name.  Baptism is what unites us into one body 

and shapes us.  Listen to how Eugene Petersen translates this part of our lesson: 

 You can easily enough see how this kind of thing works  

 by looking no further than your own body.   

 Your body has many parts - limbs, organs, cells -  

 but no matter how many parts you can name, you’re still one body.   

 It’s exactly the same with Christ.   

 By means of his one Spirit, we all said good-bye to our partial and piecemeal lives.   

 We each used to independently call our own shots,  

 but then we entered into a large and integrated life  

 in which he has the final say in everything.   

 (This is what we proclaimed in word and action when we were baptized.)   

 Each of us is now a part of his resurrection body,  

 refreshed and sustained at one fountain - his Spirit - where we all come to drink.   

 The old labels we once used to identify ourselves  

 - labels like Jew and Greek, slave or free - are no longer useful.   
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 We need something larger, more comprehensive.    

 Through baptism we enter into the body of Christ.  And it is not our differences that define us 

but the collected whole.  It is what we become a part of - the body of Christ - that is unique.  It is larger 

and more comprehensive than what we had known before.  For no one part is more important than 

another.  All members of the body matter. 

 As I was reading Paul’s description of the different parts of the body saying they don’t need to 

be connected or are not as important as another I had this crazy image of what Walt Disney might do in 

trying to bring this to life.  Just imagine the different body parts - not connected to the whole having 

conversations in animation.  A foot talking to an eye or a hand in conversation with an ear.  And yet as 

I thought about that I remembered that often when portraying objects as animated the animators are 

forced to add legs or arms or a mouth to make them come alive!  What a visual reminder that all parts 

matter!   There are things we cannot do without one another. 

 And that leads us to Paul’s second point which is that God designed our bodies with a purpose.  

Each part of our body - even the parts on the inside - maybe especially the parts on the inside that we 

don’t see - are important.  After all what is found on the inside are what we call our vital organs. And 

anyone who has studied anatomy knows that every part of our body matters and each part has a 

function for the whole.  In the same way in the body of Christ every member matters and we are 

dependent on one another.  It is the very fact that we are made up of diverse individuals with different 

gifts that makes us stronger.  The body of Christ is God’s creation and God made each and every one 

of us unique and special.  There is a purpose for every one of our lives.  And when we are brought 

together by the Holy Spirit we become Christ’s body.  And as Christ’s body we are called to accept our 

roles - our God given gifts and use them for God’s purposes so that the body of Christ might grow and 

flourish.   

 Friends, it is not just the obvious gifts that matter like apostles, prophets, teachers, miracle 
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workers but also the helpers, the technicians, the janitors, the cooks, the garbage collectors, the 

housekeepers.  Every member - every person - every part of the whole matters.  And because that is 

true - that God created every person - then we are called to value every member - not elevating some 

over others.   

 Paul’s final point is that as Christ’s body we are called to care for one another.  When one hurts 

we all hurt.  When one rejoices we all rejoice.  Paul said: 

 God so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member,  

 that there may be no dissension within the body,  

 but the members may have the same care for one another.   

 If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; 

  if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.   

 Friends, this is at the center of what it means that we are the body of Christ.  We are to act like 

Christ would act caring for one another.  Saint Teresa of Avila famously said: 

 “Christ has no body now but yours.  

 No hands, no feet on earth but yours.  

 Yours are the eyes through which  

 he looks compassion on this world.  

 Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good.  

 Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world.  

 Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,  

 yours are the eyes, you are his body.  

 Christ has no body now on earth but yours.” 

And friends, this is why Paul’s words are so important.  We are not just any body but Christ’s body.  

With a specific purpose. 
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 A teenager lost an arm in an awful accident. She was so embarrassed at the handicap that she 

refused to go to church or school for a whole year. Finally, she agreed to try Sunday school. Her 

mother called the teacher and asked that nothing be done to call attention to Jamie's missing hand. The 

teacher agreed. But he got sick that day and a substitute led the class on inviting friends to church. At 

the end of class he asked the students to join him in that little jingle, "Here is the church, here is the 

steeple, open the doors and there are the people." And of course to do the jingle with motions one 

needs two hands.  It was enough to make Jamie cry until a thirteen- year-old boy in the class, realized 

what she was feeling. He dropped down beside her and put one hand against her good hand and 

together they demonstrated what a real church is all about. (https://sermons.com/sermon/finding-our-place-in-the-body-of-

christ/1442944) 

 Friends, You are Christ’s body...We are Christ’s body - may we live as Christ’s body in the 

world  demonstrating what a real and faithful church is all about. 
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