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 Last Words 

 Isaiah 43:1-13; Matthew 28:16-20 

 

 The angel at the tomb and Jesus himself told Mary Magdalene to tell the disciples to go to 

Galilee.  That Jesus would meet them there.  Can you imagine the conversation when Mary made that 

announcement to the eleven?  First the amazement that Jesus had risen.  Could it be true?  What did it 

mean?  Imagine Mary encouraging them to hurry and get their act together and to go to Galilee.  They 

were going to see their Lord with their own eyes just as she had.   

 Matthew ends his gospel with this final scene.  A scene that takes place on an unnamed 

mountain in Galilee - and yet a mountain that had memories for the disciples for they knew that was 

where Jesus would be.  Maybe it was the mountain where Jesus had preached the Sermon on the 

Mount.  Or the mountain where the Transfiguration happened.  It was a mountain of memories and 

about to become more memorable than before.  For it was on this mountain that they would hear Jesus’ 

last words.   

 The twelve were now only eleven - a stark reminder of Judas’ betrayal.  And when they saw 

Jesus they worshiped him but some doubted.  A powerful statement.  For even standing in his presence 

some still couldn’t believe their eyes.  It just was too amazing to believe.  Their Lord was alive and 

present with them.  But it was not just seeing Jesus with their own eyes that was going to make a 

difference in their lives.  It was his words - his last words that were to change their lives forever. 

 This passage is so familiar to us and most of us can recall the essence of the words of the 

commission - Go, make disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and 

teaching them all that I have commanded you.  And yet these words are only part of Jesus’ last words.  

And so today I want us to look closely at all of Jesus’ last words for taken together they encapsulate 

what Jesus came to teach.   



 

 

2 

 Jesus’ last words are really three sentences.  Three packed and powerful sentences.  First, all 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Friends, throughout Matthew’s gospel this 

question of authority has hung in the air.  At the end of the Sermon on the Mount, maybe on this very 

mountain, it was noted that Jesus “taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.”  

(Matthew 7:29) When Jesus told the paralytic that his sins were forgiven and told him to stand and walk 

Jesus explained that his actions were “so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on 

earth to forgive sins.”  (Matthew 9:2-8)  Jesus gave his authority to the disciples to cast out unclean spirits 

and to cure every disease and illness. (Matthew 10:1)  And Jesus’ actions caused the chief priests and 

elders to ask “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” (Matthew 

21:23) When questioned Jesus had not answered that question.  And yet now, after the resurrection on 

the mountain in Galilee in front of the eleven, Jesus claims his authority.  All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me.  And the disciples understood that his authority came from God the 

Father.  For if the authority that is given is in heaven and on earth it could only come from God the 

Creator, God the Father, God the Almighty.  This was their confirmation that Jesus is the Son of God, 

the promised Savior and his authority came from God his Father. 

 And then the challenge “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you.”  From the beginning Jesus’ message had been to go among the people.  To 

reach out and share the good news.  They were not to stay holed up in their homes in fear.  They were 

to go and be about what Jesus had been about.  Making disciples.  Jesus had taught them so that they 

could teach others.  And the message was not just for the Jews.  Jesus was very clear they were to 

make disciples of all nations.  His message was meant for all the world.  They were to baptize and 

teach, to model and proclaim, to love and challenge. And the power of this message is that they did just 

that.  For the church of Jesus Christ is alive and well 2000 years later is the evidence of their actions.   
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 It is significant that Jesus did not just commission one person.  Jesus commissioned the eleven.  

Those who had walked with him and knew how to be a disciple.  He knew they would need one 

another on this journey. What he was challenging them to do was not something that could be done 

alone.  They would need community just as he had needed community.  It is why we still today need 

the church in whatever form it takes.  We need one another as we go into the world proclaiming the 

good news. 

 Admiral William McRaven is a retired Navy Seal and the author of the book, Make Your Bed.  

The book is an elaboration of a well-known commencement address by the admiral.  The title is based 

on the principle he learned in Seal training, that you begin each day by making your bed by military 

standards. 

 There is a striking story the admiral tells from his training.  It was during what was called Hell 

Week.  The prospective Seals were taken to mud flats and after strenuous competition in the cold, wet 

mud, they simply stood in the cold mud.  The men were told that they could drop out of the training, 

and get warm by the fire.  Then came the catch.  If five men would give up the Seal training, the rest 

would also be able to leave and get warm, and stay in training. 

 One man started to quit, but somewhere in the darkness a recruit started singing.  The 

discouraged man walked back and joined the group.  Soon everyone was singing.  They were told to 

stop, but they would not.  The song got louder and louder.  No one quit.  McRaven concluded that one 

person can give many others the hope to go on.  (Preaching Magazine.org, illlustrations p. 71) 

 Jesus knew the disciples would need hope to go on.  They would need one another.  They 

would need to hear voices raised in song reminding them of their purpose and uniting their hearts so 

that they could make disciples training them as Jesus had done for them.     

 Jesus’ last words were a confirmation of who he was, a challenge to make disciples of all 

nations and yet it was his very last words that compelled them into the future.  For Jesus said 
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“Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  For the disciples, these words caused them 

to remember the prophet Isaiah’s words spoken to the people of Israel in exile.  Words that reminded 

them that God had called them by name.  That they were precious in God’s sight.  And that God had 

spoken these very words before.   

 Twice in our Isaiah passage - once in the future tense “I will be with you” through all the 

storms of life - and then in the present tense “I am with you.”  These words give us strength and hope 

in the midst of the trials of life.  For the presence of God, the presence of Jesus, the presence of the 

Holy Spirit reminds us of the power of our relationship with him and the comfort his presence provides 

us.  For it is his presence that compels us forward. 

 Almost 50 years ago now, the attention of the world was focused on three men who were close 

to a quarter of a million miles away from the earth. The Apollo 13 spacecraft was making a trip to the 

moon. Somewhere, out there in the darkness of space, there was an explosion aboard their spacecraft. 

They lost power. They were not generating oxygen. They didn't know if they would have the fuel to 

return to the planet earth. Everyone held their breath and said their prayers, as the NASA scientists and 

engineers tried to figure out a way to bring these astronauts home. In order to conserve oxygen, the 

astronauts were ordered to crawl into the lunar lander and remain in there for the three-day trip back 

toward home. These men were not sure if they would make it home. They didn't know if their oxygen 

would hold out. They didn't know if their thrusters would fire for re-entry into the earth's atmosphere. 

They didn't know if they would skip off the earth's atmosphere like a rock skipping across the pond 

and wander for eternity through the darkness of space. But, they did make it home.  

 After their splash down in the ocean, they were taken aboard an aircraft carrier for medical 

exams. As they were sitting in the examining room, one of the astronauts looked at the other two and 

said, "I don't know if you felt the same thing I did or not. But, when we were cramped in that lunar 

lander wondering if we would make it home, I felt as though we were not alone. I don't know how to 
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put it into words, but I felt the presence of God was there with us." The promise of Jesus is a promise 

that we will never be alone. He said to his disciples and he says to each of us, "Lo, I am with you 

always, even unto the end of the world." (https://sermons.com/sermon/one-more-thing/1338226)  

 And this knowledge, this promise compelled the disciples into action.  For as their minds 

reflected on the Lord’s words spoken by the prophet Isaiah - on Jesus’ words - “I am with you always” 

they would also have remembered that in the Isaiah passage the Lord said they were to be witnesses.  

Did you hear it in the Isaiah passage - “You are my witnesses, says the Lord, and my servant whom I 

have chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he.  Before me no god 

was formed, nor shall there be any after me.  I, I am the Lord, and besides me there is no savior. I 

declared and saved and proclaimed.  This promise, the promise that Jesus would be with them always, 

compelled these eleven to be witnesses to what they had seen and heard. It compelled them to do far 

more than they ever thought possible.  For as they witnessed to who Jesus was they came to know and 

believe and understand in new and powerful ways that Jesus Christ was their Savior and Lord.   

 And it is these very last words - this promise - “I am with you always, to the end of the age” 

that reminds us today that Jesus is still present among us.  And his presence is powerful.  His promise 

is that he will be present until the end of the world. But the world still needs witnesses.  The world 

needs to hear the message that there are those who have seen and heard, whose lives have been 

changed forever because they know the risen Christ.  It was these last words that gave the disciples the 

strength to go out into the world proclaiming the risen Christ.  And my friends, it is these words that 

continue to confirm, challenge and compel us not to be content only to find joy in the good news, not 

to be complacent because we have a relationship with the Savior not to just gather to worship weekly 

but to go into the world as disciples sharing the good news inviting others into this relationship with 

Jesus Christ that can change their lives also. May Jesus’ last words compel us to continue Christ’s 

work on earth. 


